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Monitoring Results 

Monitoring of rat populations was completed in the 

last few weeks and  showed a reduction from  the 

pre-operational index of  75% to a mere 2%.  This 

is a fantastic result  for protection of birds raising 

their young and equates to only 2  sets of rat 

prints over the whole 850 ha  of bait stations. 

 

 

 

 

 

With the completion of another 

successful season of pest con-

trol, which has seen incredibly 

low rat populations achieved for 

5 consecutive years, the com-

mittee is planning to approach 

the Department of Conservation 

for a 154 ha extension  next 

year, as depicted in the map on 

the right.  The new areas will be 

to the west of the Ruapane track 

and around the Ruapane peaks. 

This extension has huge signifi-

cance to the committee as it will 

take us over the 1,000 ha mark.  

This has been a long term goal 

of ours as it is the minimum area 

needed for Kōkako.  Therefore, 

once the extension has been 

completed we intend to look at 

how we can become eligible for 

returning the Kōkako to the 

maunga. 
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Envirocentre Project  

At long last, our efforts to obtain a permanent site for the envirocentre building have borne fruit.  

A huge ‘thank you’ must go to Waipa District Council, the Department of Conservation, Tainui 

and local iwi for supporting us in our efforts to set up an environmental activity centre based in 

Pirongia Village using a surplus double classroom block from Pirongia School.  We are also 

immensely grateful for the patience and generosity of Peter and Shirley Kewish in giving the 

building a temporary home while the permanent site was secured.  It is proposed that the build-

ing will be located on Rangimarie Reserve off Crozier Street in the village.   

Stop Press: Waipa Networks have just confirmed they will provide $4,107 for resource 
consent costs. Thank you Waipa Networks for such awesome support! 



 

 Waipa District Council for a $700 

grant for administration costs 

 PubCharity for a $1,000 grant for 

envirocentre insurance 

Membership Subscriptions run from 1 April to 31 March. To subscribe, please use internet banking or return the 

slip below today to:  Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society, P.O. Box 34007, Pirongia 3844.  

Internet Banking Details: Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Soc Kiwibank Acc No: 389007 0773226 00 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

Membership: Individual/Family/Corporate (Circle appropriate one) Renewal/New Member/Donation: $.............    

   $10   $20    $30      Circle as appropriate 

Name: .............................................................................................................................................. 

Address: ........................................................................................................................................... 

Telephone: .................................................Email: ............................................................................ 

□ Please tick to receive our member’s newsletter by email (Approx size1MB) 

□ Please tick if you wish to be contacted about volunteer options   

Aims of Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society  

To see kokako and other key native species re-introduced to the mountain, pests being controlled, and 
adjoining landowners around the mountain and the local community co-operating in pest control schemes. 

Our 7th consecutive Art Awards were 

held in November, made possible by 

Creative NZ, Gordon Harris Art Sup-

plies, TinyMighty Power and many 

other sponsors, to whom we are im-

mensely grateful. Award winners by 

Heather Derbyshire,  Raewyn Penrose 

and Bruce McLachlan are shown to the 

right and below, while all the entries 

and results can be viewed on our web-

site.  The society receives 35% com-

mission on any sales, which helps sup-

port our projects.  Entries from Te Pahu 

and Pirongia Schools were a standout 

feature of the awards. 

Staging the event needs many helping 

hands, and we want to thank the fol-

lowing for their assistance: 

Tuiscope for photography, Heather-

anne Lang, Robyn Tuck, Cheridan 

Mathers, Birdsong Gallery, Baffin St 

Gallery,  Persimmon Tree Cafe, 

Jeanette Maka, Judy Morgan and Kir-

sty Larkin Heald. 

Planning for this exciting project, our first species translo-

cation onto Mt Pirongia, is now well underway.  Our aim 

is to establish a self-sustaining population of North Island 

Robin(Pītoitoi) by translocating 60 birds from Mapara 

Forest to our pest control area  So far we have: 

 obtained approval in principle from the Depart-

ment of Conservation and funding from Waikato 

Regional Council 

 received the blessing of the Ngati Rereahu as 

donors of the birds from their King Country rohe. 

Our thanks go to Purekireki Marae for testimonial 

support 

 employed Paul Jansen (photo at left), a bird trans-

location expert, to lead and supervise the project 

As we get closer to the translocation, there will be many 

tasks for volunteers to assist with, including pre-feeding, 

making capture bags, capture, health screening, trans-

port, release and then monitoring the population after 

release. Not to mention all those important logistics in the 

background: transport, feeding the people, marking out 

tracks, etc. 

If you would like to volunteer for any of these roles, 

please register your interest with June Bright, our volun-

teer co-ordinator on (07) 8717 072 or mahuika-

house@ihug.co.nz. 

From Selwyn June, Project Co-ordinator 


