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Mangakaraa Project Extension 
Funding of around $9,500 is required for the extension 
work to the south of our present grid, but we already 
have over $7,000 committed from DoC and 
Environment Waikato.  So while we are currently 
seeking $2,000 from funders, we are confident that 
the work will proceed in time for spring control. 
 
We have been excited to receive confirmation from 
DoC that native bat protection will go ahead.  This is 
related to the resource consent for the Te Uku 
Windfarm to mitigate any adverse effects of that 
development on bats.  Details of exactly what would 
be involved are still sketchy, but walking transects to 
monitor for bats, identifying roost trees and trapping 
for stoats will probably be involved.  We are keen to 
start collecting names of volunteers who would like to 
be involved in this new aspect of our control work, so  

please contact Clare St Pierre (  07 8719133 or  
stpierre@xtra.co.nz) if you’d like to join the crew. 
  
To allow for easy identification, we have decided to 
name our extensions after the streams that run 
through them.  The three areas so far for our project 
are: 
Mangakaraa  250 ha Established 2006 
Mangaio 100 ha Established 2008 
Mangamauku 120 ha Current extension 
 
Work is progressing well on an information panel 
about our project to go in the visitor kiosk at the Grey 
Rd carpark.  It will include a great map of our bait 
station grid, with a list of sponsors’ names and the 
logos of corporate sponsors. We are grateful to the 
Southern Trust for funding this for us.  

 
Above: Steve McClunie and Linda Daly with tracking tunnels used to 
monitor rat populations in our Mangakaraa Project. 

Northern Rata Project 
Noticing a lack of young rata trees on the maunga has 
prompted a project to raise seedlings for replanting on 
Mt Pirongia. We are looking for mature northern rata 
trees as seed sources – any in the Waikato qualify 
from an eco-sourcing viewpoint - and people with rope 
skills who’d like to help with seed collection. 
 

Website: www.mtpirongia.org.nz 



Sponsors Function 
Nancy Jensen 
(left) from 
Otorohanga Kiwi 
House was 
guest presenter 
at our Sponsors’ 
Function at 
Pirongia Forest 
Park Lodge on 
24 May. We 
handed out 
certificates to 
those who 
sponsor 
hectares within 
our bait station 
grid, then 

followed it with a scrumptious afternoon tea.  Our 
committee members were on hand to introduce 
themselves, and it was a great chance to meet a good 
number of you in person. 
Thank you to all those who attended. 
 
Donations including sponsorships are tax-deductible 
 
Sculpture with Mountain Connection 
 
Pirongia Annual Craft Day Committee commissioned 
a sculpture to commemorate their 30th anniversary.  
As the sculpture has the same name as our society, 
Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu, we were invited to the 
blessing by Tom Roa from Purekireki Marae on 18 
June. Through his wonderful stories, he put Kahu into 
context for us.  The photograph to the right shows 
Tom Roa, Jo Parkinson (President of the Craft Day 
Committee and sculpture designer), with our society 
committee members Sally Uerata, June Bright and 
Clare St Pierre beside the sculpture on Franklin St, 
Pirongia (outside the Fire Force Building). 
 

 
 
Native Planting at Pirongia 
Pirongia School in conjunction with Waipa District 
Council recently planted 400 natives close to the 
Pirongia Golf Course and Waipa River.  Photo above 
shows members Clare St Pierre, Nicky Samuel, June 
Bright and landowner Trudy McGuire there in support.  
 

 

Aims of Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society  
To see kokako and other key native species re-introduced to the mountain, pests being controlled and 
adjoining landowners around the mountain and the local community co-operating in pest control schemes. 
Membership : Subscriptions due now for 2009 
Maybe you need to renew your membership, or perhaps you’d like to join.  Please use internet banking or return the 
slip below today to: Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society, P.O. Box 34007, Pirongia 3844.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Yes, I’d like to renew my membership, or join the society!  
Membership: Individual/Family/Corporate (Circle appropriate one) Renewal  New Member  Donation : $............. 
  $10    $20    $30         Circle as appropriate   
Name: .............................................................................................................................................. 

Address: ........................................................................................................................................... 

Telephone: .................................................Email:............................................................................. 

□ Please tick if you would like to receive our member’s newsletter by email 
 

Internet Banking Details: Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Soc Kiwibank Acc No: 389007 0773226 00 
Please include: MembershipType: (Ind/Fam/Cor) Donation: (Don & Amount) Name & Initials New or Renew Total
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