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Mangakaraa Project

Spurred on by the outstanding results
for pest control in 2009, another
extension is being planned for this
year. Covering an area of 182
hectares, it will extend our grid
southwards from the O’Shea Rd end
of our control area. Because it will
abut a bait station grid in native bush
on private land adjacent to the forest
park, this will boost the total area
under control to over 700ha. Our goal
of 1,000ha is within sight!

Robins
Preliminary discussions with DoC
have given us the green light for our
first species re-introduction - North
Island robins (toutouwai), known for
their  friendliness and fantastic
birdsong. We will be working through
the red tape as soon as we can. Our
initial enthusiasm has been
confounded by Kate and Dean from
Pirongia Forest Park Lodge assuring
us that there are robins already on the
mountain. Still, this exercise will be
an important preliminary step to
reintroducing . o
other ) =7

species, & zz]::xcg:ﬁ
especially 100G Adninstered

the Kokako. Figure 1 above: Map showing existing bait station grid in red and planned extension in yellow




Native bats

Training in the use of bat detectors will take place in the last
week of March thanks to the generous support of Kessels and
Associates and Meridian Energy. This will help us collect
baseline data on the numbers and locations of bats, and
hopefully lead to the identification of roost trees. We are also
rapt that Meridian Energy are purchasing for us 30 Henry self-
resetting traps (pictured on right) to target rats and stoats. This

will also improve the protection of bats.

InhelRinelines

e Trial propagation of rata cuttings donated by Arthur and
Pat Cowan in response to our request in the last
newsletter. Wayne Bennett, Waikato Eco -Seed
nurseryman is kindly assisting us. We also have brave
plans to collect rata seeds from an incredibly tall host

tree on our very own mountain!

e Sponsors’ Function to present sponsorship

certificates

e Envirocentre Project progress with investigations
into composting toilet options, and DoC agreeing
to Reserve changes for our preferred site in

Pirongia Village.

e We have a number of new committee members
joining our ranks so we are planning a new
committee photo — if we can get them to hold still

long enough!

e Purchase of two sets of waterproof binoculars for

bird monitoring

e German conservation student, Kora Kutchbach
(photo on right) will be spending 17 weeks with us
from September for work experience, staying with

the St Pierre household.
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Thank you to Lion Foundation for sponsoring our newsletter.

Aims of Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society
To see kokako and other key native species re-introduced to the mountain, pests being controlled and
adjoining landowners around the mountain and the local community co-operating in pest control

chemes.

Membership

Maybe you need to renew your membership, or perhaps you'd like to join. Please use internet banking or return

the slip below today to: Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society, P.O. Box 34007, Pirongia 3844.

K

Yes, I'd like to renew my membership, or join the society! Membership: Individual/Family/Corporate (Circle
appropriate one) Renewal New Member Donation: $.............

$10 $20

$30

Circle as appropriate
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[ Please tick if you would like to receive our member’s newsletter by email

Internet Banking Details: Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Soc Kiwibank Acc No: 389007 0773226 00

Please include:

Name & Initials

New or Renew

MembershipType: (Ind/Fam/Cor)

Donation: (Don & Amount)

Total
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