
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 





In this issue:  
 TrustPower Community Awards Supreme 

Award 

 Mangakaraa Project: New extension complete 
 Bringing Robins back to Pirongia 
 We’re on Facebook 
 Upcoming Event: Mt Pirongia Art Awards 
 

TrustPower Waipa District Community 
Awards - Supreme Winner 

 
In July we took top honours in the TrustPower Waipa 
District Community Awards being named Supreme 
Winner, receiving a trophy, $1500 prize money and 
having the chance to represent the district at the 
TrustPower National Community Awards, to be  held 
in Tauranga next March. Conscious that our 
achievement is very much a group effort, we are 
stoked that we have received this level of 
recognition. As regional winners we were filmed by 
TVNZ6 for VolunteerPower on 28 July which has 
aired already, but which is also available at  
www.tvnz.co.nz/volunteerpower.  Thanks go to all 
those who helped with the filming of us in action, 
especially Heliworx, Pekerau School, and Pirongia 
Forest Park Lodge.  We are currently planning the 
DVD which is needed for the national awards so be 
prepared for cameras at our upcoming activities. 

 

 
Chairperson Clare St Pierre receives the 
TrustPower Waipa District Community Awards 
Supreme Winner Award from Waipa District Deputy 
Mayor Peter Lee (Photo: Te Awamutu Courier) 

Mangakaraa Project 
 

Our new Mangawawa extension was completed on 
schedule, thanks to funding of $8,000 from Lion 
Foundation.  With the added 182 ha, we now have 
750 ha receiving ongoing predator control.    We’ve 
already completed the first bait station fill over 
weekends in August and September, involving about 
50 volunteers at Grey Rd and O’Shea Rd departure 
points, and we are rapt with everyone’s keen 
participation.  Thank you! We are also grateful to 
Meridian Energy for meeting refreshment costs. 
Below are photos of the O’Shea Rd operation where 
a number of the 4WD vehicles were challenged by 
the soft conditions. 

Refreshments afterwards were delicious as usual. 

Website: www.mtpirongia.org.nz 

http://www.tvnz.co.nz/volunteerpower


Aims of Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society  
To see kokako and other key native species re-introduced to the mountain, pests being controlled 

and adjoining landowners around the mountain and the local community co-operating in pest control 

schemes. 
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Bringing Robins back to Pirongia 
 
Bringing the North Island Robin (Toutouwai) back to 
Mt Pirongia is another initiative taken on by our 
group recently. An application has been written up, 
and the consultation process begun, with a hui at 
Purekireki Marae on 15 August, and a presentation 
at the Pirongia Community Centre opening on 12

 

September.   
The feedback 
received so 
far has been 
all positive. No 
dates are 
available at 
this stage as 
there are still 
questions of 
funding and 
resources to 
be addressed.  
 
 

North Island Robin (Photo: Y.Richard) 

 

Facebook, one of 
those social 
networks which is 
on everyone's lips 
today, gives our 

Society 
opportunities to catch people's attention. That's why 
we decided to create our own page for our 
community-based group where we will showcase our 
achievements, promote events and projects that are 
planned, and allow 'fans' of this page to 
communicate their visions and suggestions in an 
easy way. To find us on Facebook, use the search 
function and key in our name: Pirongia Te Aroaro o 
Kahu Restoration Society.   
We are planning to post photos of our community 
activities every now and then so people get an idea 
of our work. No names of the people in the photos 
will be disclosed, however if you have any concerns 
please contact Clare St Pierre 

(clare.stpierre@gmail.com or (07) 8719133), so 

we can respect your privacy. 
 

What else is sprouting? 
 At our AGM we welcomed on board two new 

committee members: Debbie Courtney and 
Amanda Haigh. Great to have you on the 
team! 

 Kora Kutschbach has arrived from Germany 
for 4 months’ work experience with us. 

 We’re arranging some promotional t-shirts 
for our cause, so watch for more details 
shortly. 

 Pirongia Craft Day is on Saturday 25 
September – we’re running a promotion with 
a free native plant for new sponsorships. 

 Our rata cuttings are looking good, but it’s 
still too early to tell what the strike rate will 
be.  

 Thanks to all those who are now receiving 
our newsletters by email 

 

 
 
 
 

Membership : Payment of subs for 2010 is now due. 
Please use internet banking or return the slip below today to: Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society, 
P.O. Box 34007, Pirongia 3844.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 
Membership: Individual/Family/Corporate (Circle appropriate one) Renewal/New Member/Donation: $.............  
  $10   $20    $30      Circle as appropriate 

Name: .............................................................................................................................................. 

Address: ........................................................................................................................................... 

Telephone: .................................................Email:............................................................................. 

□ Please tick to receive our member’s newsletter by email (Approx size1MB) 
 

Internet Banking Details: Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Soc Kiwibank Acc No: 389007 0773226 00 
Please include:  Name & Initials New or Renew MembershipType: (Ind/Fam/Cor) Donation: (Don & Amount) Total 

mailto:clare.stpierre@gmail.com

